The Majestic Theater Welcomes Back GRAMMY Award-winning Orpheus Chamber
Orchestra with Pianist Marc-André Hamelin

Friday, February 6 at 8:00 PM

Presented in partnership with the Sunderman Conservatory of Music and funded in part
by the Sunderman Chamber Music Foundation, the Majestic Theater is proud to present the
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra with Marc-André Hamelin on February 6 in the Main Hall. Orpheus
last performed at the Majestic on November 14, 2025, for the Theater’s Centennial Celebration
alongside the world-renowned fiddler and step-dancer Natalie MacMaster.

The Orpheus Chamber Orchestra is known as a radical experiment in musical democracy
due to their unique structure, one in which there is no conductor. In 1972, cellist Julian Fifer
assembled a group of New York freelance musicians to play orchestral repertoire as if they were
a smaller group performing chamber music. In that age of co-ops and communes, the
idealistic Orpheans snubbed the “corporate” path of symphony orchestras and learned how to
play, plan, and promote concerts as a true collective, with leadership roles rotating from the very
first performance. For over fifty years, Orpheus has built trust among its musicians and
encourages members to trust the process of working together. In addition to becoming a global
sensation and touring internationally in Europe and Asia, the ensemble made Carnegie Hall their
home in New York and perform annual series. They have recorded more than seventy albums
that serve as benchmarks for the chamber orchestra repertoire, including Haydn symphonies,
Mozart concertos, and twentieth-century gems by Stravinsky, Schoenberg, Ravel, and Bartok.

The sound of Orpheus is defined by relationships, and guest artists have always been
crucial partners in the process. The February 6 program will feature pianist Marc-André
Hamelin. Hamelin’s 2025 — 2026 tour will span across four continents with a variety of
performance styles, including recitals, orchestral, and chamber settings. The Majestic Theater
will be one of nine stops where Marc-André Hamelin will perform with the Orpheus Chamber

Orchestra. Hamelin has released over seventy albums and composed more than thirty pieces. In



2023, he performed his Toccata on NPR’s Tiny Desk alongside works by C.P.E. Bach and
William Bolcom. His most recent composition, Mazurka, was commissioned by the Library of
Congress to celebrate 100 years of concerts and premiered in April 2024. Marc-André Hamelin
will perform one of own compositions, Passacaglia for piano and strings, with the Orpheus
Chamber Orchestra at the Majestic Theater. The evening’s program will also include Ludwig van
Beethoven’s “Allegretto” from Piano Sonata No. 17, “The Tempest,” orchestrated by Zachary
Wadsworth and commissioned by Orpheus, Wanderer Fantasy, Op. 15, by Franz Liszt,
orchestrated by Sahun Sam Hong and commissioned by Orpheus, and Schubert’s Chamber
Symphony in B-flat Major (after Piano Sonata D. 960), orchestrated by Heribert Breuer

This performance is presented in partnership with the Sunderman Conservatory of Music,
funded in part by the Sunderman Chamber Music Foundation. The Sunderman Conservatory of
Music at Gettysburg College devotes itself to the development of the art of music in the lives of
the campus and broader community by blending excellent, comprehensive musical training with
Gettysburg College’s strengths as one of the nation’s leading liberal arts colleges. The
Sunderman Chamber Music Foundation was established at Gettysburg College in 1983 by F.
William Sunderman for the purpose of building community through great music. The foundation
funds several concerts each year. This performance is also made possible in part by the Majestic

Theater Centennial Endowment Fund.

Tickets are available at the Majestic Theater Box Office, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, by calling
(717) 337-8200 or online at www.gettysburgmajestic.org. The Majestic Theater at the Jennifer
and David LeVan Performing Arts Center is owned and operated by Gettysburg College as a
gathering place for its campus and community to celebrate the arts together.
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